
Don’t Do Ordinary
VMI Admissions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VMI is a very unique and different college
Applicants to VMI looking for something different & out of the ordinary college
Looking for a challenge




Do you want more out of your college 
experience?

• Oldest  s ta te  suppor ted mi l i ta ry co l lege in  the 
US founded in  1839

• One of  the s ix senior  mi l i tary  co l leges in  the 
US

• Located in  Lexington VA
• About  1 ,700 s tudents to ta l
• B.S.  Or  B.A.  Degrees offered in  engineer ing ,  

natura l  sc iences and l ibera l  ar ts
• Student  to  facu l ty  ra t io  is  10:1
• Army,  navy,  mar ine or  a i r  force ROTC 

requi red of  ALL cadets ,  but  serv ice af ter  
graduat ion is  opt ional

• NCAA d iv is ion I  compet i t ion wi th  many 
sponsored c lub spor t  oppor tun i t ies  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VMI is the Oldest State Supported Military College in the Nation

Unique among the Senior Military Colleges
Others include
Norwich
The Citadel
Texas A&M
University of North Georgia
Virginia Tech

Only one with no civilian students or Graduate Programs
All students are Cadets, live in a very structured military environment 24 Hours per day

All cadets must complete 4 years of ROTC but commissioning is optional

One of the 3 smallest colleges in the country to play NCAA Division I Athletics





Academics at VMI

Applied Mathematics
Biology

Chemistry
Civil Engineering

Computer Science
Economics & Business
Electrical & Computer 

Engineering
Physics
English
History

International Studies
Mechanical Engineering

Modern Languages & Cultures
Psychology

10:1 student 
faculty ratio

Average Class 
Size:

Less than 20 
students

Undergraduate 
Research

Study Abroad 
Opportunities

99% of Faculty 
hold Ph.D.

14  
Academic 

Majors
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VMI if first and foremost a College

No graduate programs
14 undergraduate Majors to chose from and several Minors & Concentrations 
VMI believes academic excellence is best maintained at a small college when the number of disciplines offering degrees is restricted

Faculty hired because of ability and desire to teach at the undergraduate level
Conduct a lot of research but teaching is primary area of responsibility

10:1 Student faculty ratio allows for small classes & provide very personalized instruction
Virtually all faculty hold the PhD.
Get to know their students individually
Take an active role in non-academic aspects of Cadet Life
Serve as Academic advisors

Encouraged to contact Department Heads directly.  They will all be willing to share information with you

Wide range of additional Academic Enrichment programs in which you can get involved
HONORS Program
Undergraduate Research (Often work hand in hand with Faculty members)
Study Abroad Programs 
Semester
Breaks
Summer






ROTC at VMI
U.S. Service Branches Offered: 
• Army
• Navy
• Marine Corps
• Air Force
• Space Force
*Coast Guard Option

Over 50% of 
cadets accept a 
commission into 
the U.S. Military

ROTC  
Scholarships 

available 

Commissioning is 
optional 
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All Cadets must take 4 Years of ROTC
All branches offered at VMI
VMI graduates have made their mark in the military

The only Senior Military College to graduate the highest ranking 4-Star generals across three Services
2 Marine Corps Commandants
Army Chief of Staff
Air Force Chief of Staff

Currently, the Secretary of the Army is a VMI Army ROTC graduate

Across DoD ROTC programs VMI generally commissions more officers than any College in the country

VMI Cadets have the opportunity to become familiar with the culture of all of the services
You select ROTC of your choice
Roommate, teammate, friend could be from different service

Encourage commissioning, but more importantly encourage SERVICE
Commissioning is optional
55-60% recently have chosen the commissioning route
Hope that 100% of our graduates will serve society, either in the Military or through other opportunities





NCAA Division I Athletics
Men’s: 

Basketball
Baseball
Lacrosse
Wrestling

Cross Country
Soccer

Rifle
Swimming & Diving
Football (Southern 

Conference)

Women's:
Cross Country

Rifle
Soccer

Swimming & Diving
Track & Field
Water Polo
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Third smallest college to be playing NCAA Division I Athletic program

This slide lists the NCAA sports available

Teams comprised of both scholarship and Walk-on athletes
Opportunity to participate in D-1 program not available at other colleges

Very active CLUB SPORT program also available
As many cadets participate in Club Sports as NCAA sports
Sponsored & Funded entirely by VMI 




Admissions

Application
• Early Decision Deadline: 

November 15
• Regular Decision 

Deadline: February 1 
– Rolling Admission

What do we review?
• Academic Course 

Strength
• Extracurricular 

activities
• Leadership 
• Physical Fitness
• Recommendations
• Interest in VMI

61% in-state 3.7 average 
GPA

1120-1280 
average SAT

27 average 
ACT
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Application to VMI is like a civilian school rather than process for pursuing an Appointment to the Service Academies

Early Decision Application Deadline of 15 November
Binding.  Do not apply ED unless VMI is definitely your 1st Choice
Initial notification no later than 15 December
If not offered ED Appointment considered along with applicants apply under the Regular Decision program

Regular Decision Deadline is 1 February but we are on Rolling Admissions
Encouraged to apply early
Earlier CMP application earlier you will receive an initial decision
Some majors fill up early in the Application Cycle
Some later applicants forced to accept their second major choice

We will defer decisions until March & usually have a Waiting List

Application Deadline dates are when application should be CMP….not started

Items needed include
NO SAT/ACT for current year.  TEST OPTIONAL
Application & $40 application fee (Waived for some individuals, NACAC, College Board, ACT Application Fee Waiver Forms)
Transcripts
1 Letter of Recommendation
Optional Personal Statement (Strongly Recommended)
VIRGINIA In-State Application Form 

Accepted applicants submit very qualified credentials
Look at many factors beyond Academic record
List of some of the things we factor in are listed
Looking for a well rounded individual 
Self-Discipline
Motivation
Strength of Character



Financial Aid
Over 80% received 

some form of financial 
aid.

56% receive 
need based aid.

17% received 
athletic 

scholarships.  

28% received 
ROTC 

scholarships
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One of the highest ranked public college for Endowment per Student in the country
Allows us to be able to award substantial financial assistance 

Various forms of financial assistance available
Need-Based
Merit-Based
Athletic Scholarships
ROTC Scholarships (Awarded by DoD)




In Person & Virtual opportunities to learn 
more about VMI

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VMI is very unique as mentioned before

We think it is important to be very aware of all important aspects of VMI

Interviews, either in-person or Virtual are not required but strongly encouraged
Information exchange
Opportunity for applicants to tell us about their personal & academic background
Gives us a chance to get to know you better and measure your candidacy for admission

Open House programs are available and can register on-line
Hope to continue in Spring with On-Post Open House programs
Dates have not yet been determined

Our staff wants to get to know you personally



VMI Admissions Office 
319 Letcher Avenue

Lexington, Virginia 24450

vmi.edu/admissions-and-aid/ 

(540) 464-7211
admissions@vmi.edu

@virginia_military_institute

#RahVaMil

@VMI1839
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PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT ANY TIME!!!!!!!

mailto:admissions@vmi.edu


Don’t Do Ordinary



What to Expect
Live a Spartan lifestyle.

Structure, Discipline, Honor, Challenge

A program designed to instill lifelong traits of 
integrity, devotion to duty, self-discipline, and 

self-reliance

Who are we looking for?
Physically fit, honorable men and women who 

are leaders in their school and local 
community.
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